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The most chanted words in Hebrew come from God, 

“Hear, O Israel…” (Deuteronomy 6:4) Something  essential 

happens to us, in relationship to our Creator, when we open 

our ears to hear what He speaks. 

Israel’s most controversial rabbi, revered by more millions 

of people than any other Jewish man, continually exhorted his 

listeners, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear…” (Matthew 

11:15 ESV) 

The next most controversial rabbi—the one who roamed 

the Roman Empire speaking in Jewish synagogues and Gen- 

tile market places—the one who stirred up riots and other 

extreme reactions in every city he spoke—said, “Faith comes 

by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 

NKJV) 

Yes, something marvelous happens when we hear. 

Yet so many of us cherry-pick from the scriptures, truly 

hearing some. Our favorite verses. The ones preselected by our 

religious tradition. In so doing, we hear not other words that 

could revolutionize our view of God, the world He created, its 

past and its future. 

So, in this book, I will cherry-pick also. 
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I will pick key verses from the Bible most pastors rarely 

preach from. Amazing verses from the Tanakh many rabbis 

pass over as too controversial. Eye-opening verses from the 

sacred scriptures that most people skim through in their de- 

votional reading, without taking the time to stop and hear. 

That is, hear from heaven. Hear from God. Hear from some- 

one other than the one who pre-digested the word for us in 

the margin or in the footnote, often explaining away the clear 

implication of what we just read. 

Let’s start with Genesis 1:31. Then God saw everything that 

He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the 

morning were the sixth day. (NKJV) 

Is God good? Well, He gives us a clue of His goodness by 

what He created. Indeed, all of it was very good. 

Can God see? 

Does he who formed the eye not see? (Psalm 94:9 NKJV) The 

fashioning of the eye made Charles Darwin shudder, but 

that’s another story. 

Can God see angels—those invisible spirits that you and I 

ordinarily don’t see? Did God create the angels? 

Or, are there many eternal beings, not just Elohim? Many 

heavenly beings competing with the LORD? Oops, sh’ma, Is- 

rael, the LORD our God is one. Ah, yes, He is the only eternal 

uncreated One. And He created the angels. They didn’t exist, 

neither in time nor in eternity, until God created them. 

After creating EVERYTHING in six evenings and morn- 

ings, God inspected His entire masterpiece and saw that in- 

deed, ALL of it was very good. 
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Are liars good? Are those who rebel against their Creator 

good? Are those who cause the good creation to become cor- 

rupted good? No, not by any definition of “good” found in the 

word of God. 

Consequently, after God created Adam and Eve on the 

sixth day, not only were Adam and Eve good, but also Lucifer 

the anointed cherub (Ezekiel 28:14) was good, and all the 

other angels God created and inspected were good. 

Lucifer. That powerful, intelligent, beautiful angel who 

later rebelled against God, lied to Eve, and brought about 

horrible evils in the minds and hearts of human beings, was 

good when God created him. Wow. 

In fact, all the b’nai Elohim—the host of angels created by 

the LORD of hosts—sang for joy as they watched God set the 

foundations of the earth (Job 38:7). Until some fateful day 

AFTER Genesis 1:31, all the angels worshipped God, adored 

God, and sang for joy at the wonder of the earth He had cre- 

ated for human habitation. Whoa! 

Then the history of this planet began with paradise condi- 

tions: no sickness, no aging, no death, no violence, no preda- 

tor eating prey (Genesis 1:29-30). No war. No famine. No 

poverty. No violent struggle for survival going on. Good, only 

good, more and more marvelous good. 

Some expositors of scripture would have you believe—in 

their convoluted theodicies—that death is good. But First 

Corinthians 15:26 says that the last enemy to be destroyed 

by Messiah is death. And Jews everywhere wish their friends 

l’chaim, not death. Death was the horrible consequence God 
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promised Adam for disobedience. (Genesis 2:17). Literally, the 

Hebrew word for death mowt / mut  is repeated mowt tamut—

meaning dying you will die. Your mortality will begin the day 

you eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Oops, Adam ate the forbidden fruit, knew evil, and began 

dying. Or as Romans 5:12 says, sin entered the world by one man, 

and death through sin… 

Backing up the clock to the sixth day of creation, before 

death entered the world, human history began with a perfect 

man beholding a perfect woman and, in his ecstasy, compos- 

ing mankind’s first poem: 

“This is now bone of my bones 

And flesh of my flesh; 

She shall be called Woman, 

Because she was taken out of Man.” 

(Genesis 2:23 NKJV) 

No, there’s no rhyme or meter, demanded of ancient Eng- 

lish poetry. Instead, line one is parallel in meaning to line 

two, and line three is parallel in implication to line four, 

which marks them off as Hebrew poetry. 

Wait! The first man could speak Hebrew? The first day of 

his life? He could wax poetic without taking creative writing 

in high school or college? He could name more than two hun- 

dred kinds of land animals God brought to him to name, and 

remember the next day the name he invented for each one, 

so that word became ever after its name in the Hebrew lan- 

guage? (Genesis 2:19) 
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The answer does not depend on which creation story we 

listen to. No, the history of the creation and the history of 

mankind cannot change, no matter how many changes of 

story are told. The question is, whose words are we hearing? 

Those in the Tanakh, given by God to Moses? 

Or the just-so stories told by men of the Enlightenment in 

the 1800s, and thinking themselves superior? 

Or speculations of origins argued by pagan Greek philoso- 

phers a thousand years after Moses, and wondering if they are 

truer? 

Or the ones Egyptian priests told the Pharaohs about how 

the gods spontaneously generated from nothingness? Or sim- 

ilar spontaneous-generation-of-gods stories written down by 

Hindu mystics? 

My soul cries out with urgent prayer and pleading to the 

LORD for all of us, me first of all, let us heed His sovereign 

call, Hear, O Israel… 
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I will bless those who bless you, 

and I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 

(Genesis 12:3 NKJV) 

 
Most people who hear and believe these words put the 

emphasis on the first part—the conditional part. Those who 

bless Abraham, father of the Jewish people, will be blessed. 

Those who curse Abraham will be cursed. Therefore, Casper 

ten Boom and his family, who hid the Jews during the Nazi 

occupation of Holland, will be blessed. The Dutch neighbor 

who betrayed Casper and got the ten Boom family arrested 

and sent to death camps, will be cursed. 

How will the ten Booms be blessed? Casper and his family 

died in the concentration camps, except for Corrie, who lived 

to tell the story. How then will they be blessed? Ah, that is up 

to God to decide. Which is good, because: Shall not the Judge of 

all the earth do right? (Genesis 18:25 NKJV) 

Now let’s return to the second half of Genesis 12:3, the un- 

conditional part of God’s promise, the part that few people pay 
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much attention to. In Abraham, all of the families of the earth 

shall be blessed. That is, all tribes, tongues, nations and peoples 

will be blessed. Without exception. Through Abraham. 

The Aztec people, a mighty people who worshiped the sun 

god, who conquered many other peoples and built a large em- 

pire, will be blessed through Abraham. The Aztecs, who sac- 

rificed prisoners of war to their false god—the priest cutting 

out the heart while it was still beating and showing it to the 

victim before he expired—will be blessed through Abraham. 

Not every Aztec individual, certainly not. But the Aztec fam- 

ily of mankind will not be excluded from the blessing which 

God promises to all people groups through Abraham. Whoa! 

Likewise, the Cambodians, whose military dictator or- 

chestrated the killing of one third of his own countrymen, will 

be blessed through Abraham. Perhaps not Pol Pot himself and 

all the soldiers of the Khmer Rouge, but the Cambodian fam- 

ily of mankind will certainly receive blessing through Abra- 

ham. 

How? How will the Aztec people be blessed? How will the 

Cambodian family be blessed? Or the Sudborough family? Or 

the Singh family? Or the Yamamoto family? Or your family? 

One clue to the how—and when—is how and when God 

gave His richest blessing to Abraham himself. 

God blessed Abraham with many cattle, sheep, camels, 

donkeys, and servants, making him a very rich man. Was that 

God’s richest blessing? No, all those perished in this mortal 

world, and Abraham too. But Abraham goes on living, in the 
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bosom of God, as the LORD’s dear friend (Isaiah 41:8),  for- 

ever and ever. Why? 

Because Abraham believed the LORD, and it was credited to 

him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6 NIV, emphasis mine) Sin 

separates us from God. Righteousness keeps us tight with God 

in intimate friendship. Forever. 

You will show me the path of life; 

In Your presence is fullness of joy; 

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11 

NKJV) 

To tell the story afresh, God took Abraham outside his 

tent and bid him to look up into the sky and count the stars. 

Then God spoke a beautiful promise, how Abraham’s chil- 

dren would be as uncountable as the stars in the sky. (Genesis 

15:5) Abraham heard God, really heard from his heart.  And 

because he trusted the One who flung the stars into space, 

Abraham believed. And for that, God wrote down Abraham’s 

name in His book of life—as righteous. 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 

is covered. (Psalm 32:1 ESV) 

The nation of Israel marks down many Gentiles as right- 

eous. Such as the aforementioned Casper ten Boom and his 

family who saved the lives of so many Jews. The ten Booms hid 

them in their house in the city until they could be transported 

to safe farms in the countryside. 

Such as Oskar Schindler, who saved thousands of Jews by 

employing them in his factory and then paying out all of his 
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company’s profits as bribes to keep these Jewish  employees 

from perishing in the death camps. Wow. 

When I think of the little that I do to bless Abraham, I am 

put to shame. 

Yet, Israel doesn’t get to choose who is marked down in 

God’s book as righteous. God does. 

I’m not sure what God will say when Oskar stands before 

the judgment seat, and the books are opened showing all of 

his many sins, some of which were graphically portrayed in 

Steven Spielberg’s heart-rending film Schindler’s List. Maybe 

none of Oskar’s sins will appear in God’s book, because he too 

believed God and was declared righteous. I don’t know. God 

alone knows and judges. 

But that’s the point. 

No church, no synagogue, no mosque, no other organized 

body of people who revere Abraham’s great name, gets to 

choose. God does. God alone is the judge of all the earth, God 

alone acts justly in all He does. God alone decides whom to 

reckon righteous. 

So, to repeat the question, how does God bless Aztec peo- 

ple through Abraham? How does He bless Cambodian people 

through Abraham? 

Maybe somehow, through Abraham, the Aztec people get 

to hear God speak to their heart. And for those who believe 

God as Abraham did, God forgives their many sins—no more 

numerous than yours or mine—and credits it to them as right- 

eousness. 



{ 10 }  

DANA SUDBORO  

 
Maybe somehow, through Abraham, Cambodians put 

their faith in the One who created heaven and earth, and they 

too become friends of God like Abraham and are welcomed 

to sit at table with Abraham in the glorious kingdom to come. 

After all, it is through Abraham’s descendants that God’s 

word was written down. The five books of Moses, the book 

of Psalms, the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 

and the rest of the Tanakh, were written by Jews. Yes, and all 

those New Testament books—Matthew to Revelation1—were 

written by Jews. 

Every year, these books sell more copies than any other 

book. They’ve been translated into more languages, smuggled 

into more countries at the risk of imprisonment and death, 

revered and read by more millions of people than any of New 

York Times Best Sellers. 

So impactful are these books that, down through history, 

government after government has attempted to ban or burn 

them. Yet God watches over His word, to preserve it: 

The words of the LORD are pure words, 

Like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

Purified seven times. 

You shall keep them, O LORD, 

You shall preserve them from this generation forever. 

(Psalm 12:6-7 NKJV) 

By God’s providential timing, Gutenberg re-invented the 

Chinese marvel and designed a printing press which could 

produce more copies of the scriptures than all of the pope’s 

minions could burn. 
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So, nation after nation, upon receiving these Jewish books, 

have heard from heaven and come to a living faith in the Cre- 

ator of heaven and earth, just as Father Abraham did. Not 

every individual in these nations, sometimes not even one per- 

cent of them, but certainly every family of mankind has re- 

ceived such blessing through Abraham, as God promised. 

This only begins the list of God’s blessings to the nations 

through Abraham, but description of others will have to wait. 

In this chapter, we must consider how Satan—that enemy 

of God and deceiver of nations—has tried to halt God’s bless- 

ing by maligning and stirring up hatred against the Jewish 

people. Knowing that the Jews are chosen by God to bless all 

nations, Satan does all he can to mess with Gentile hearts 

and minds, so that in their spiritual blindness, they will fear, 

hate, and pillage the Jewish people, and even try to “rid” their 

country of Jewish people by expelling or killing them. Sad. De- 

plorable. Infinitely tragic. 

Doesn’t it seem strange, that this tiny minority people—so 

unthreatening in numbers, who have produced so many 

breakthroughs in medicine and science and agriculture to 

bless the world—are first welcomed then hated in about every 

nation they venture into? Egypt. Babylon. Persia. Rome. 

Spain. Russia. Germany. The list goes on and on. Why? 

Because Satan hates us—whatever tribe or tongue we’re 

from—and doesn’t want us to get blessed. God declares who 

He has chosen to bless mankind; Satan responds by stirring 

up hatred against them. God declares who will bring forth 

Messiah to rule as King of kings, bringing peace and prosper- 
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ity to the entire world; Satan does everything he can to pre- 

vent that from happening. 

You see, God’s plan isn’t finished yet. Not with the Jews, 

not with the Gentiles, not with His kingdom coming on earth. 

Looking forward to Messiah, to the King of the Jews reigning 

from Jerusalem, over all the tribes, tongues, peoples and na- 

tions, God declares: 

For the earth shall be full of  the  knowledge  of the 

LORD 

As the waters cover the sea.(Isaiah 11:9 NKJV) 

Not only did earth history begin with paradise conditions, 

but also—under Messiah—paradise conditions will return to 

this earth. This moves us to the next chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * 

1 With the possible exception of Luke and Acts. Was Dr. Luke, 

the author of those two books, Jewish? Many Jews and Gen- 

tiles say yes, many say no. Many like myself are waiting for 

some conclusive evidence either way. 
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The lion shall eat straw like the ox. (Isaiah 11:7 ESV) 

 
God did not create the lion to eat antelopes or wildebeests 

or any other kind of conscious living creatures. God created 

lions vegetarian, as He created Adam and Eve, the wolf and 

the bear, the hawk and the T-Rex: 

And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields 

seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 

whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. Also, to 

every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I 

have given every green herb for food”; and it was so. (Gen- 

esis 1:29-30 NKJV) 

Death is not good. To kill and eat an animal causes death. 

But plants have no consciousness. They are only programmed 

matter. No breath of life, no spirit of life, is in them. Pruning 

a fruit tree causes no pain. Approaching a wheat field with 

a sharp scythe causes no fear. In the biblical sense, fruit and 

grain and leafy vegetables are not alive. For the life of the flesh is 

in the blood (Leviticus 17:11 NKJV), and plants don’t have  any. 

God created plants to be food. 
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And oxygen factories. 

And beautifiers of landscapes. 

Had Adam obeyed God in what he ate, heeding God’s 

word rather than Eve’s, no animal would ever  have become 

a predator. “Nature red in tooth and claw”2 came about be- 

cause Adam and Eve, to whom God gave dominion over all 

the beasts of the earth and fish of the sea, betrayed that trust. 

When Messiah comes and sets up his reign—read the ear- 

lier verses in Isaiah 11—he will make radical changes. Not just 

establishing peace between the nations, so that swords are 

beaten into plowshares, and men no longer train and prepare 

for war, but also establishing peace between the animal kinds. 

Quaker (Society of Friends) painter Edward Hicks 

(1780-1849) portrayed this friendly fellowship of animals and 

humans in his painting, “The Peaceable Kingdom.” We see for- 

mer prey standing calmly next to former predators. We see 

toddlers playing next to formerly wild beasts. Totally safe. 

Just as Isaiah 11:6-8 spells out. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 

down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and 

the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. The 

cow and the bear shall graze; their young ones shall lie down 

together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nurs- 

ing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child 

shall put his hand in the viper’s den. (Isaiah 11:6-8 NKJV) 

Moreover, under Messiah’s reign, most people will live two, 

three, four hundred years, or more. 
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Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a 

few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; the 

one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the 

one who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 

(Isaiah 65:20 NIV) 

How long did the first human beings live? Take a look at 

the genealogy in Genesis Chapter 5. The average age of those 

who died—not counting Enoch who didn’t die—was 912 years. 

Adam lived 930 years before his mortal body finally gave up 

his spirit. Methuselah to 969. Noah to 950. Human life spans 

didn’t get reduced to a mere 600 or 400 or 200 years until af- 

ter Noah’s Flood. 

When Messiah comes to rule, nature will become kinder, 

praise the Lord! Governments will deal justly. Laborers will 

enjoy prosperity, free to eat the fair fruits of their labor. What 

a contrast with the history of governments! 

The first post-Flood empire was Nimrod’s (Genesis 10-11). 

He led mankind in a rebellion against God. Indeed, his name 

in Hebrew means “Let Us Rebel.” He led the people in build- 

ing a tower toward the heavens—the world’s first sky- 

scraper—to glorify mankind, not God. (Genesis 11:4). 

That wasn’t the tower’s only function. Under Nimrod’s 

influence—clearly empowered by Satan—mankind used this 

Babel ziggurat as a high pagan altar. To worship the sun, 

moon, stars, and visible-to-the-naked-eye planets. To worship 

four-footed critters and crawling things. Thus, in the words of 

Revelation 17:5, Mystery Babylon became the mother of har- 

lotry and abominations throughout the whole earth. 
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Every empire since—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, 

Rome, etc.—became so corrupt spiritually, morally, economi- 

cally, and militarily—that God eventually had to judge it and 

severely curtail its power, if not destroy it. 

Praise God, Messiah’s kingdom will be totally different. 

That includes what is disseminated by the press, by the sci- 

ence museums, by the colleges and universities, by the pri- 

mary and secondary schools, and by the internet: 

The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:9 NKJV, emphasis mine) Can 

you walk through the ocean without getting wet? Nei- 

ther will an adult or child be able to walk through a science 

museum without becoming awed by the wonder of God’s cre- 

ation. Every brass plaque and every video will quote the word 

of God, and lead the museum visitor in appreciation of God’s 

creative genius. 

Therefore, let us look forward to Messiah’s rule and pray 

for it. In the words of the mourner’s Kaddish repeated Sab- 

bath after Sabbath in synagogue after synagogue: 

May He establish His kingdom in your lifetime and 

during your days, and within the life of the entire 

House of Israel, speedily and soon; and say, Amen.3
 

 

* * * 

2 Words of Alfred Lord Tenneson (1809-1892), in his poem “In 

Memoriam A.H.H.” 
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3 English translation, quoted from the My Jewish Learning 

website: 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/text-of-the- 

mourners-kaddish/ 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/text-of-the-
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/text-of-the-
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Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God 

made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 

(Genesis 3:21 NJKV) 

 

If God is a God of life, who loves life and hates death—if 

God cares even for the animals, looking forward to the day 

when He can restore peace to the animal kingdom—why did 

He institute the brutal, bloody ritual of animal sacrifice? 

Let’s go back to the beginning, not to the perfect creation 

on day six (Genesis 1:31), but to that tragic day in Genesis 

Chapter 3, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command 

and death entered the world (Romans 5:12). 

God gave Adam and Eve only one commandment, not six 

hundred and thirteen like He gave in the Torah to His chosen 

people. But our first parents couldn’t even keep the one. 

Something terrible happened that day. The moment they 

ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 

whammo, evil imaginations flooded them. They felt so guilty 

and ashamed and naked, they sewed fig leaves together to 

cover their reproductive organs. Realizing, perhaps, that their 
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children and grandchildren would be born with the same ca- 

pacity to imagine evil deeds and do them. 

Then they heard an ominous sound: 

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. (Genesis 3:8 NKJV) 

As was His custom, the LORD came walking to fellowship 

with His favorite creations. More treasured than lions, wilde- 

beests, dolphins, doves, and all other conscious living crea- 

tures. More treasured even than the angels. Mankind alone 

had been created in Elohim’s own image, created “to glorify 

God and enjoy Him forever.”4
 

Adam and Eve had always enjoyed such fellowship times, 

a time when they could share their excitement over the won- 

derful things He’d created. Could recount their adventures to 

their Abba, Father. Could ask Him questions, like sons and 

daughters are eager to do when they are young. Adam and 

Eve were young, even though adults from the first day of their 

existence. 

However, this time they ran terrified from the sound of 

His coming and hid behind the nearest tree. Well, no, proba- 

bly far from the tree of their disobedience, and probably be- 

hind the biggest trees they could find in their panic. 

Of course, no tree is large enough or far enough to hide us 

from God’s sight. Yet, our first instinct—inherited from Adam 

and Eve—is to run the moment our sin is about to be revealed 

and confronted. 
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Loving Adam and Eve as He did, God called out to invite 

them back into His good graces. “O Man, where are you?” 

(Genesis 3:9 paraphrased) 

After dealing with their excuses for their disobedience, 

God detailed the consequences: 

 
1. To the serpent (Satan), God promised spiritual war- 

fare that would end in Satan’s total defeat. Plus, God 

changed the snake’s mode of locomotion—no more 

wings or legs or whatever body parts that animal 

possessed before. (Genesis 3:14-15) 

2. To the woman, God ordained pains of childbirth, 

and a longing for her husband’s love, which would be 

frustrated by the husband’s obsession with her obedi- 

ence. (Genesis 3:16) 

3. To the man, God ordained thorns and thistles, resis- 

tant soil and sweat, making his work difficult. Plus, 

God ordained aging and death, as He’d warned 

Adam in giving the one command. (Genesis 3:17-19) 

 
Let’s take a look at number one again—Genesis 3:15. Here, 

in addition to bad news for Satan, God announced good 

news for mankind. Indeed, here is God’s first revelation that 

Messiah is coming: 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your seed and her Seed; he shall bruise your head. 

And you shall bruise His heel. (Genesis 3:15 NKJV) 
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God didn’t begin announcing the Savior’s coming under 

the title “Anointed” (“Messiah” in Hebrew, “Christ” in Greek). 

No, the first title revealed by God was “Seed of the Woman.” 

To Satan, who had started his war with God when he rose 

up in hubris trying to usurp God’s position (Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 

28), God said, “You will bruise his heel—that is, the Seed of the 

Woman’s—and he will crush your head.” Wow. 

This combat would abolish Satan’s power. Yay. And estab- 

lish Messiah’s peaceable kingdom forever. Yay. But it would 

cause the Messiah to suffer. Oh, no! Satan would bruise Mes- 

siah’s heel. 

Before the Common Era (BCE), rabbis searched the scrip- 

tures and puzzled over the seemingly contradictory words 

God had given concerning Messiah. Some scriptures indicated 

the Conquering King. Some, like this one, indicated suffering. 

After much deliberation, many rabbis decided that two Mes- 

siahs were prophesied: Messiah ben Yosef (Messiah son of 

Joseph), the Suffering Messiah, and Messiah ben David, the 

Conquering King. 

Okay, there’s a real mystery here, but it’ll be dealt with in 

a later chapter. 

After announcing to Adam and Eve the coming of the 

Seed of the Woman, God performed a shocking act—which 

saddened them both and dramatized how costly their sin was. 

God took an innocent animal—ram, bull, or goat, Genesis 

doesn’t say which—shed its blood, and clothed Adam and Eve 

with the skin of this sacrifice. To repeat: 
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Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of 

skin, and clothed them. (Genesis 3:21 NJKV) 

Why? 

Prophet Moses, who lived about 2,600 year later, declared: 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to 

you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it 

is the blood that makes atonement for the soul. (Leviticus 

17:11 NKJV) 

Okay, so a blood sacrifice is required, but why? 

Because, when God warned Adam of the consequences of 

his disobedience, He said: The day you eat of it, you will surely 

die. (Genesis 2:17 ESV) 

Wait! A human being sinned. But a blameless animal has 

to pay? Is that fair? Well, fair or not, if that’s what the right- 

eous Judge of all the earth dictates, then, of course, it’s right. 

To repeat what Abraham cried out to God, “Shall not the 

Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25 NKJV) 

Another question arises. Adam and Eve were supposed to 

pay—and they did—with their physical lives. Could an ani- 

mal die in their place? Does the death of an animal count for 

the sin of a human being? 

Or, is God using the death of this first sacrificial animal 

to point to the death of someone else, the Seed of the Woman, 

whose heel will be bruised? To get a clue to the answer to this 

question, let us move forward in history to about 2,000 years 

after the sacrifice in the Garden of Eden. 

In Genesis 22, God commanded Abraham to sacrifice a 

human being—namely Abraham’s beloved son, Isaac. God 
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showed Abraham the mountain on which to perform this sac- 

rifice. Isaac carried the wood for his own sacrifice up this 

mountain. That is, Isaac ported the wood for the fire for a 

burnt offering. 

Abraham knew that, if he killed Isaac, Isaac would have to 

come back to life somehow. Why? Because God had already 

promised to multiply Abraham’s descendants through Isaac 

(Genesis 17:19). Isaac wasn’t married yet. He was only a 

young lad. So, he hadn’t produced any heirs of God’s promise. 

God always keeps His promises. So, Abraham had to 

imagine some kind of a dying and return to life. Or some 

other solution to the dilemma of trusting God with this most 

baffling and painful command. 

In any case, on Mount Moriah, the same location that 

Jesus would be nailed to the wood about 2,000 years after 

Abraham, God stepped in at the last moment, and provided 

a ram to take Isaac’s place. 

Ever after, a proverb circulated among the Jewish people, 

“In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” (Genesis 

22:14 NKJV) 

So, we see a long tradition from Adam’s day to Abel’s day 

to Noah’s day to Abraham’s day—centuries before the Levit- 

ical priesthood and its ritual sacrifices—to perform blood 

sacrifices, where sheep and goats and bulls and doves were of- 

fered in the place of human beings, because of human sin. 

Fig leaves couldn’t cover our shame. Only the blood of an 

innocent animal—as God showed Adam and Eve in the Gar- 

den (Genesis 3:21)—would cover. 
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* * * 

4 Westminster Shorter Catechism (1646) 
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His sneezings flash forth light, 

and his eyes are like the eyelids of the dawn. 

Out of his mouth go flaming torches; sparks of fire leap forth.  

Out of his nostrils comes forth smoke, 

as from a boiling pot and burning rushes. 

His breath kindles coals, and a flame comes forth from his mouth. 

(Job 41:18-21 ESV, re: Leviathan) 

 
While we’re on the subject of death in the animal king- 

dom, we need to touch the subject of ancient creatures now 

extinct. Like Behemoth and Leviathan described in the book 

of Job. Like T-Rex and Quetzalcoatlus. Swimming, flying, and 

land-lumbering monsters. Termed “dinosaurs,” Latin for “ter- 

rible lizards,” by the English scientists who began examin- 

ing their bones in the mid-1800s, these creatures have become 

prima donnas in the opera, Who Made the World and When. 

Did dinosaurs die out 65,000,000 years ago because of a 

comet shower, as some baritones belt out? Or did dinosaurs 

die out after a cataclysmic crisis that transformed the surface 

of this planet only 4,500 years ago, as the lead soprano sings? 
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Millions of years or thousands of years? Debated since 

Comte de Buffon (1707-1788) and Charles Lyell (1797-1875) 

and other Enlightenment influencers took stage. 

During the modern era until 1961, “young-earth creation- 

ists” were basically outnumbered like Caleb and Joshua. You 

remember the heroes in Numbers Chapters 13 and 14. They 

spoke the truth, standing upon God’s promise, but were out- 

numbered ten-to-two by the majority report. That cost them 

forty years of wandering in the wilderness before they could 

enter Canaan and conquer. 

Likewise, young-earth creationists wandered in a desert 

of their own, outnumbered at least ten-to-two. However, in 

1961, Dr. Henry M. Morris, a hydrology expert and college 

professor, and John C. Whitcomb, a popular conference 

speaker, authored a book called The Genesis Flood. It gave con- 

vincing geological evidence that the global flood described in 

Genesis 6-9 actually happened the way God said it did. Their 

book revolutionized the debate and launched the contempo- 

rary creationist movement. 

The Genesis Flood demonstrated that the fossil-bearing 

strata, purportedly laid down by gradual sedimentation—à 

la Principles of Modern Geology, written by Charles Lyell in 

1830—had actually been catastrophically deposited in the one 

year of Noah’s Flood. 

After the deaths of Henry Morris and John Whitcomb, an- 

other author has taken up the mantle—Dr. Jonathan Sarfati, 

who wrote The Genesis Account5. This verse-by-verse commen- 

tary on the first eleven chapters of Genesis is packed with sci- 
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entific data and analysis, plus his Hebrew-scholarly exegesis 

of each verse. Definitely worth reading. 

Although evolutionists portray young-earth creationists 

as backwater hicks ignorant of scientific principles, just the 

opposite is true. Dr. Jonathan Sarfati holds a PhD in chem- 

istry and was New Zealand’s chess champion in 1987 and 

1988. Moreover, the founders of modern science—from 

Francis Bacon (1561-1626) to James Clerk Maxwell 

(1831-1879)—were biblical creationists. 

The real question is not what degrees do we hold, or what 

branch of modern science have we founded, but rather to 

whom are we listening? To human speculation or the One who 

created heaven and earth? 

Which brings us back to Job and the sea-monster 

Leviathan. 

Job had a lot of questions about God, mostly why God 

had allowed him to suffer the loss of his children, riches, and 

health. He was a righteous man, as declared by God himself 

in Job Chapters 1-2, so what gave? 

All three of Job’s friends accused him of some secret sin as 

the explanation for his suffering. Worse, Job’s wife said to him, 

“Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” 

(Job 2:9 ESV) 

Upstart intellectual Elihu butted into the conversation 

and rambled on, saying nothing new, but hinted that he—

Elihu—was the mediator between God and man that Job 

longed for. Give me a break! 

Then God spoke to Job out of the whirlwind. 
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Whew. At last. Word from heaven. 

God said to Job: 

Who is this who darkens counsel by words without knowl- 

edge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, 

and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the 

foundations of the earth? (Job 38:2-4 NKJV) 

God proceeded to ask Job a slew of questions about the cre- 

ation—none of which could Job answer. Not once did God ex- 

plain why He allowed Job to suffer. Nor did Job presume to 

bring up the subject again. He simply repented (Job 42:6) 

In asking Job questions about the creation, God raised the 

subject of two dinosaurs: Behemoth (Job 40:15-24), whose de- 

scription fits the Apatosaurus. And Leviathan (Job 41:1-34), 

whose description makes it clear this creature is a marine di- 

nosaur and fire-breathing dragon. 

Though Leviathan was a created species, extant in Job’s 

day (~2,000 BCE), Leviathan is used metaphorically else- 

where in scripture (e.g. Isaiah 27:1) to refer to Satan and evil 

powers. Just as Revelation 12:3 uses a “great red dragon” to 

symbolize Satan. 

By bringing up the subject of Leviathan, God hinted at the 

real cause of Job’s sufferings. It had nothing to do with some 

unconfessed sin; Job was “blameless and upright” (Job 1:1). It 

had everything to do with God’s glorifying Himself and de- 

feating Satan in a cosmic debate. What debate? 

The entire drama in Job’s forty-two chapters centers 

around one question. Can God transform our lives in such a 
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way that we love God and remain faithful to Him in all cir- 

cumstances? Satan said no. God proved yes. 

For this chapter, however, the point is that no animal 

died—not even dinosaurs—until after Adam sinned. Behe- 

moth and other land-dinosaur kinds were still living in Noah’s 

day (~2,500 BCE) and taken on board the ark. There was 

plenty of room; see the calculations in Dr. Morris’ and Dr. Sar- 

fati’s books. Leviathan and other marine-dinosaur kinds sur- 

vived also, in the Flood waters. Some two hundred years or so 

after the Flood, Job knew of both Behemoth and Leviathan. 

Why then did dinosaurs become extinct? Because Noah’s 

Flood changed the earth’s environments so drastically that 

huge reptiles slowly lost in their struggle for survival.  How- 

ever, there are rumors of a still-living dinosaur, which the 

Africans call “Mokele Mbembe,” living in the Congo River 

Basin. 

What the book of Job shows us is that we don’t know as 

much about the creation as God does. Not even the world’s 

top scientists can outsmart God. Would that God appear in a 

whirlwind and speak to a few of the most skeptic. But that’s 

only my prayer for them. 

God knows best how to speak to scientists. And to all of us. 

No matter where our doubts or questions lie. Let’s take them 

to God and be patient like Job. 

* * * 

5 https://creation.com/books/the-genesis-account/ 
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“Behold, I will send for many fishermen,” says the Lord, “and they 

shall fish them; and afterward I will send for many hunters, and 

they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out 

of the holes of the rocks.” (Jeremiah 16:16 NKJV) 

 
For whom are the fishers fishing? For Jewish people in 

the lands of the diaspora—Russia, Poland, Austria, Germany, 

France, Spain, Morocco, Egypt, Ethiopia and the far corners 

of the world. To where are the fish nets and lines pulling these 

men, women, and children? To the Jewish homeland. 

In Hebrew, this migration of Jews back to the land of their 

forefathers is called “aliyah”—“to ascend.” It refers to faithful 

pilgrims climbing Mount Zion to praise God in His sanctu- 

ary, as in the days of King Solomon. 

The fishers, beginning in the mid-1800s had a vision of Is- 

rael being reborn, the desert blooming again, and Jews speak- 

ing Hebrew in their everyday pursuits. Most fishers were Jews, 

some were Abraham-loving Gentiles. 

For whom are the hunters hunting? Jewish people—to 

break their shop windows, steal their merchandise, write anti- 

Semitic slogans on their buildings, pull them out of hiding to 
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ship them to death camps, and perpetrate all kinds of horrible 

crimes. When the Russian grandmother of my friend heard 

that religious fanatics were celebrating Holy Week by raiding 

Jewish settlements to rape and kill, she painted spots on her 

face to resemble smallpox and hid her children in the forest. 

Why are these hunters mentioned in the same verse with 

the fishers? Because God works all events—both good and 

evil—for His good promise of restoring Israel. When fishers 

toss out lures to attract Jewish people back to Israel, some 

come, some don’t. When hunters wreak havoc, many Jews see 

the handwriting on the wall and start planning escape to 

somewhere safe, and ultimately—because no Gentile land re- 

mains safe for long—back to the homeland God promised 

them. 

Let’s read Jeremiah 16:16 in its context: 

Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “that 

it shall no more be said, ‘The LORD lives who brought up 

the children of Israel from the land of  Egypt,’ but, ‘The 

LORD lives who brought up the children of Israel from the 

land of the north and from all the lands where He had 

driven them.’ For I will bring them back into their land 

which I gave to their fathers. (Jeremiah 16:14-15 NKJV) 

One of the fishers, whom some call the “father of the Zion- 

ist movement,” was Theodor Herzl. Raised in Austria by a 

mother intent upon producing a polished, genteel son who 

could affect the manners of high society, Theodor toured 

the world speaking to leaders in Germany, France, England, 

Turkey, and elsewhere. He tried to interest Jewish philan- 
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thropists and Gentile statesmen in helping to create a Jewish 

homeland. 

Theodor quickly learned that many political leaders 

cared only about the aggrandizement of their own Gentile 

kingdoms. That often Jewish philanthropists were quite com- 

fortable remaining where they were. And they tended to at- 

tach conditions on what could be done with their money. 

Theodor discovered that the greatest source of Jewish ener- 

gies to dream and forge a new homeland were the masses of 

less-privileged Jews who could contribute one shekel apiece. 

Many of these flocked to Basel, Switzerland, to attend the 

first Zionist Congress in 1897. 

For a short while Theodor and other dreamers considered 

Argentina, Uganda, and other possible locations for a new 

Jewish state, where Jews could become autonomous and de- 

fend themselves. But the Jewish delegates from Russia, a  large 

and vocal portion of the 1897 congress, insisted on Israel. 

Praise God! As Tomas à Kempis (1380-1471) said, “Man pro- 

poses, God disposes.” 

The first wave of immigrants arrived in Israel during the 

relatively peaceful years before Kristallnacht6. The larger wave 

of immigrants arrived after the Holocaust. And thus, in a sin- 

gle day, May 14, 1948, Israel was born. 

Who has heard such a thing? 

Who has seen such things? 

Shall the earth be made to give birth in one day? 

Or shall a nation be born at once? 

For as soon as Zion was in labor, 
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She gave birth to her children. (Isaiah 66:8 NKJV) 

Fishing continues in our day. Jews from Australia, Ar- 

gentina, America, and all lands of the diaspora, continue 

making aliyah and immigrating to Israel. 

Bringing the subject closer to home, a lady who attends 

the JBook Club at Temple Or Rishon, lives half the year in 

California and half the year in Israel. She volunteers in a non- 

profit organization called Bridges for Peace, which sponsors 

Jewish people who wish to move to Israel yet lack the funds. 

Hunting also continues. Recently mobs chanted in the 

streets of Paris, “Jews go home. Jews go home.” 

You see, when it comes to anti-Semitism, analyzed in 

Theodor Herzl’s widely-read tract Der Judenstaat (Jewish 

State), nothing much changes. What shocked and grieved 

Theodor more than any other event in his lifetime (1860-

1904) was how many French people shouted, “Death to the 

Jews, death to the Jews!” during the infamous Dreyfus af- 

fair. 

Recently students at UCLA raised concerns whether 

Rachel Beyda, a candidate for the student council, could ob- 

jectively consider matters brought before the council. Why? 

Because she is Jewish. The matter was debated for months, 

causing a brouhaha across America. Similar incidents of anti- 

Semitism have flared up at UC Berkeley and UC Davis. 

What is all this leading to? All Jews immigrating to Israel? 

No, that won’t happen any more than all Jews returned from 

Persia to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple in the days of Ezra 

and Nehemiah. After all, Mordecai and Esther stayed behind, 



{ 34 }  

DANA SUDBORO  

 
as did countless other Jews, and were targeted by Haman in a 

plot to exterminate them. 

Nonetheless, we have seen and will continue to see the ful- 

fillment of what God promised through Moses: 

Then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and 

have mercy on you, and he will gather you again from all 

the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. If 

your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from 

there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there 

he will take you. And the LORD your God will bring you 

into the land that your fathers possessed, that you may pos- 

sess it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous 

than your fathers. (Deuteronomy 30:3-5 ESV) 

Will the Jews at long last be safe, living in Israel where 

they have built a strong economy—making the desert bloom 

again—and a strong military, miraculously holding off neigh- 

boring armies larger than theirs? Would that we could read 

God’s word and answer yes, they will dwell safely in Israel. 

But, no, tragically a final battle is coming. A plot more 

wicked than Haman’s. An army more massive than Hitler’s. 

All the Gentile nations will conspire together, including 

America, in sending their military forces against Israel. 

Which brings us to the next chapter. 

* * * 

6 Nazi mobs attacking Jewish shops, homes, and synagogues 

in Germany in 1938. 

See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kristallnacht 
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And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem 

a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away 

will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth 

are gathered against it. (Zechariah 12:2-3 NKJV) 

 
All peoples. 

Wait, all the nations God blessed through Abraham will 

try to lift Jerusalem like a heavy stone to remove her? Yes, 

that’s what this verse is saying. 

If you are a Gentile, you don’t want to enlist in that anti- 

Israeli army. The world ruler who rises up—like a Hitler—to 

do harm to the Jewish people, you don’t want to say, “Sieg 

Heil,” to him. The excuse the war criminals gave during  the 

Nuremberg Trials, “I was only obeying orders,” you don’t 

want to follow their obedience into the dreadful “Valley of 

Decision.” (Joel 3:14) 

All nations of the earth. 

Really? Even Israel’s ally, America? Incredible yet true, 

that’s what this verse is saying. Even the nations which today 

are Israel’s friends, will turn against her in the last days. As 

unthinkably horrible as the Holocaust was—every surviving 
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Jewish person vowing, “Never again,” something akin to it 

will happen again. Read Zechariah Chapters 12-14, words of 

God’s prophet living more than five centuries BCE, to whom 

God revealed this final combat. 

Whether we choose to believe Zechariah’s words or not 

won’t stop this final battle from happening. Not  unless our 

feeble human reasoning can change who God is, His ability 

to see the future and declare it millennia before it takes place. 

Prophet Joel (~800 BCE) also prophesied this final battle. 

As noted above, he calls the battlefield on which the world’s 

armies will assemble “the Valley of Decision.” Why? Because 

that’s where the fate of history will be decided. That’s where 

God will issue His judgment concerning all the nations of 

the world—to which grant a decisive victory and to which an 

abysmal defeat. 

It reminds me of Clovis I, King of the Franks (466-511 AD). 

He led his soldiers in battle against the Alamanni, but saw his 

soldiers getting slaughtered. In desperation, he prayed to the 

Jesus in whom his wife Clotilde believed, pledging allegiance 

to him if he would save his army. The tide of battle turned, 

and Clovis became a Christian along with many Franks. 

However, in the prophesied Valley of Decision, it will be 

too late for Israel’s enemies to repent, just as it was too late for 

Pharaoh’s soldiers when they saw their chariot wheels getting 

stuck. All were drowned in the sea. In this final battle, when 

God intervenes in favor of Israel against the Gentile armies, 

it will be too late for soldiers to switch sides. Flash! Like a nu- 
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clear explosion radiating through them, their flesh will melt 

from their bones: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, their 

eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, and their tongues shall 

dissolve in their mouths. (Zechariah 14:12 NKJV) 

Yikes! 

That the American army joins this fight against Israel 

may alarm us. That soldiers die in such horrible fashion may 

shock us. But it should come as no surprise which side God 

will choose. Because, when it comes to the survival of Israel, 

He has made His choice crystal clear: 

This is what the Lord says, he who appoints the sun to 

shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by 

night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the Lord 

Almighty is his name: “Only if these decrees vanish from my 

sight,” declares the Lord, “will Israel ever cease being a nation 

before me.” (Jeremiah 31:35-36 NIV) 

Christians often call the evil dictator, who amasses all the 

world’s armies together to attempt destruction of Israel, the 

“Antichrist.” 

But who is the leader that appears in Israel’s most perilous 

hour, to fight on her behalf? And what will the Israelis do 

when they see him coming to rescue them? 
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And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, 

the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one 

mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves 

for a firstborn son. (Zechariah 12:10 NKJV) 

 
This is the verse that resolves the mystery mentioned in 

Chapter 4—whether there are two Messiahs—Messiah ben 

Yosef, the Suffering Messiah, and Messiah ben David, the 

Conquering King. What we see in Zechariah 12:10 is Pierced 

Messiah coming as Conquering King. Coming to destroy the 

Gentile armies, save Israel, judge the world, and to set up the 

long-awaited Kingdom of God. 

What pierced him? A Roman spear. 

Because the Sabbath was approaching—i.e. Friday sun- 

down—the religious leaders in Jerusalem didn’t want three 

bodies left hanging on crosses. So, they asked the Roman gov- 

ernor, Pilate, to have the doomed men’s legs broken to has- 

ten their death. That is, to make it impossible for them to lift 

themselves up to draw a breath. Pilate’s soldiers broke the legs 
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of two of them, but seeing that Jesus had already died, pierced 

his side with a spear just to make sure (John 19:32-34). 

In Israel’s most desperate hour—surrounded by all the 

armies of the world—God’s people will cry out for Messiah to 

come and save them. Suddenly he will appear, coming with 

the angel armies. When his feet touch down on the Mount of 

Olives, east of Jerusalem, the mountain will split in two pro- 

viding a way of escape for the Jews trapped in the city: 

On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that 

lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives 

shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, 

so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the 

other half southward. (Zechariah 14:4 ESV) 

In tears of relief and disbelief, in tears of repentance and 

thanksgiving to God, every Jewish family will believe in their 

Messiah and “they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only 

child.” (Zechariah 12:10 ESV) 

Who would have thought that all of history—all the hos- 

tilities in the Middle East and all the prayers for the peace of 

Jerusalem—is heading toward this climactic moment? 

No piece of real-estate has been more contested. No nation 

has been more miraculously brought to life and defended. 

No people have been more consistently maligned, yet more 

greatly used of God to bless the nations. What happens in Bei- 

jing and Paris, London and Nairobi, Calcutta and Washing- 

ton D.C., pales in significance compared to what happens in 

Jerusalem. 
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From Mount Zion, the Law shall go forth to all tribes, 

tongues, peoples, and nations: 

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be es- 

tablished as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted 

above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many nations 

will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 

the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us 

his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law  will 

go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He 

will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for 

strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into 

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will 

not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war 

anymore. (Micah 4:1-3 ESV) 

On the Jewish holiday of Sukkot (Tabernacles), people 

from all the nations of the earth will make pilgrimages to 

Jerusalem to honor the Jewish King: 

Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked 

Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the 

Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. 

(Zechariah 14:16 NIV) 

This pilgrimage doesn’t make the Gentiles Jewish, any 

more than believing in Messiah makes Jewish people Gentile. 

What it does is honor the God who created us all, and pledge 

allegiance to the Prince of Peace, who will bring peace and 

prosperity, justice and freedom, truth and righteousness to 

the whole world at long last. 

Is that it? 
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Utopia for future generations of mankind? 

Or will the righteous—like Abraham—live forever in some 

earthly paradise, an Eden restored, where there is no more 

sickness, pain, death, or sorrow of parting? 

That question brings us to the final chapter: 
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And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 

some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

(Daniel 12:2 ESV) 

 
Out of the dust, multitudes will arise to everlasting life. 

Not reincarnation, to die again and again in a cycle of sam- 

sara. But to an everlasting life without pain, sickness,  aging 

or death, in a resurrection body like Messiah’s. 

Job looked forward to this day: 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last 

on the earth; and after my skin is destroyed, this I know, 

that in my flesh I shall see God. (Job 19:25-26 NKJV) 

David looked forward to this day: 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (Psalm 

23:6 ESV) 

Martha, mourning the death of her brother Lazarus, 

looked forward to this day: 

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said 

to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
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on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 

the life. (John 11:23-25 ESV) 

Whoa! Did you hear what Jesus is claiming? That he, him- 

self, is the resurrection. No wonder he is the most controver- 

sial rabbi. 

Jesus went on to say: 

“Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” 

(John 11:25 ESV) 

This same Jesus appeared to his disciple John, while John 

was exiled by the Romans to the Isle of Patmos. There Jesus re- 

vealed to John the end of history: God tabernacling with His 

resurrected saints, Jew and Gentile, on a wonderful new earth, 

more splendid even than the Garden of Eden: 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 

no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, nei- 

ther shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any- 

more, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 

21:1-4 ESV) 

Wow, the earth began as a paradise and will end as a par- 

adise. 
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Why? Because God is good and nothing can defeat His 

plans. He created everything on earth to be a carefree envi- 

ronment where He could walk with His children in beatific 

love and happiness. Yes, an angel rebelled and tempted Eve. 

Yes, Adam sinned and death entered. But the Seed of the 

Woman (Genesis 3:15) conquered sin, Satan, and death, to re- 

store what God created. 

As incredible as it sounds after all the sorrow this world 

has endured, God will wipe away every tear and fill His re- 

deemed with indescribable joy. Forever. 

Thanks to the Jewish Messiah. 
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Suggested Prayer 

 
 

If any of these nine verses raise questions in your mind—or 

yearnings in your heart—for which you seek answers, I sug- 

gest the following prayer of David: 

Show me the right path, O Lord; 

Point out the road for me to follow. 

Lead me by your truth and teach me, 

For you are the God who saves me. 

(Psalm 25:4-5 NLT) 

 
 

You may contact the author, post comments, or download 

Hear, O Beloved as an ebook at the author's blogsite: 

https://scarletwormblog.wordpress.com/ 


